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NAAC becomes headless under HRD minister’s governance 

http://www.prepsure.com/news/naac-becomes-headless-under-hrd-ministrys-governance/ 

After the resignation of Delhi University Vice Chancellor Dinesh Singh from the position of Chairman NAAC, 

its director Professor AN Rai too has bid farewell leaving the council headless. Both chairmans were appointed 

by the previous UPA government. Dinesh Singh was asked to resign as Chairman NAAC after his relations with 

the HRD minister Smriti Irani ran through a rough phase over Delhi university’s controversial four-year 

undergraduate course. 

“Singh was asked to move out quietly. He resigned from the post in the later half of the previous year,” 

informed a UGC functionary. 

Differences built up as Singh had failed to deliver his expected responsibilities. “It was made to understand the 

Singh would help NAAC set up an office in Delhi. Singh was to provide space to NAAC on the Delhi 

university campus and would get Delhi University and its colleges accredited from NAAC,” added the official. 

The position of chairman NAAC remains vacant, ever since Singh has left. 

UGC’s Vice Chairman Prof H Devaraja is the acting chairman of NAAC. During a meeting of the UGC in the 

last week of April, UGC chairman Dr Ved Prakash apprised the members of the exit of NAAC director AN Rai. 

“The position of NAAC director lying vacant was not placed on the agenda. In fact the chairman mentioned it in 

his address,” said UGC member MM Ansari, who was a part of the meeting. In an interim arrangement UGC 

secretary Prof Jaspal Singh Sandhu has been working as director NAAC. Rai is a professor at North Eastern 

Hill University Shillong. 

Colleges to be held responsible for violence on campus: UGC 

Hindustan Times (Lucknow) 

The fresh direc-tives of the University Grant Commission (UGC) have burdened the degree colleges with 

greater responsibility of ensuring the safety and security of students on campus.  

In case of any mishap with students on campus, the college management would be held responsible, says the 

directives pertaining to the safety of students taken in view of growing violence on campus and deterioration in 

the academic standards.  

The directives of the UGC would have to be implemented at all the colleges and at residential universities from 

the next academic session.  

UGC secretary Dr Jaspal Sandhu took a serious view of attacks on students on campus and threats given to 

them by hooligans.  

The directives said that colleges would have to raise the boundary wall to check the entry of unscrupulous 

persons from outside by crossing the boundary wall with an intention to harass students.  

The colleges were also asked to get CCTV cameras installed on campus, especially at the main gate, 

playground, canteen and college library.  

Besides, the colleges would be required to constitute anti-ragging cell and to ensure entry of students through 

identity cards issued to them by the college.  

http://www.prepsure.com/news/naac-becomes-headless-under-hrd-ministrys-governance/
http://www.prepsure.com/tag/hrd-ministry/
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The colleges were also directed to conduct frequent surprise inspection of class rooms, hostels and college 

library to identify the miscreants.  

Chhatrapati Shahu Ji maharaj University (CSJMU) vice chancellor prof JV Viashampayan said the colleges 

would be asked to enforce the UGC directives in the interest of students.  

Disciplinary action would be initiated against the colleges which failed to enforce the directives for any reason, 

the VC said.  

Marks don't define your personality: Ex-UGC chief 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mangaluru/Marks-dont-define-your-personality-Ex-UGC-

chief/articleshow/47315562.cms 

MANGALURU: Hari Gautam, former chairman University Grants Commission, took part in the 20th convocation 

ceremony of Manipal University at Dr TMA Pai International Convention Centre on Saturday.  

 

Over 500 students received their graduation and postgraduation degrees. Gautam said, "There's always more to do and 

always more to achieve. Having graduated, one embarks on a new journey. You are standing on a bridge between the 

past and the future."  

 

Delivering the convocation address, Dr Gautam reminded the graduates that their education does not end with the 

degree.  

 

"Education is not the total marks, merit positions and awards you have obtained. Your personality is not merely a 

collection of testimonials and certificates," he said. "Education is a lifetime process. Graduation is not the end but a 

milestone in your journey and beginning of a new one".  

 

Reminding them about the challenges they will face as they step out into the big world, he said, "You are in a unique 

position to shape the future of India and perhaps even the world. As youth of today, you shall face tremendous 

challenges which are quite different in nature as compared to those of the past. At this age, you may face conflicts and 

distraction. At times, you shall be driven to the wall not knowing where to go and what to do. It shall only be a passing 

phase," he said.  

 

Pointing out that they are architects of their own future, he said, "Don't be disheartened and disenchanted to see tough 

competition ahead. Believe in yourself and your committed efforts. Your life is your story. Write it and also edit it well," 

he said, asking them to respect and value time. "Once gone, time shall never come back. Do not wait for the perfect 

moment. Take the moment and make it perfect. When time never waits for none, why should you wait for the 'right 

time'," he asked.  

 

"The greatest challenge the world is facing today is the crisis of values, confidence, character, mental and moral decay, 

and breakdown of traditional disciplines. Values are the fundamental principles which govern our perceptions and 

action," he cautioned.  

 

About 25 research scholars were conferred degrees. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mangaluru/Marks-dont-define-your-personality-Ex-UGC-chief/articleshow/47315562.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mangaluru/Marks-dont-define-your-personality-Ex-UGC-chief/articleshow/47315562.cms
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IIT Bombay team unveils electric racing car 

 

A 37-member IIT team of engineering students designed and created the car from scratch. Photo: Special Arrangement 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/iit-bombay-team-unveils-electric-racing-car/article7216205.ece 

The IIT Bombay Racing team on Saturday unveiled a new Formula Student electric racing car that can 

accelerate from 0 to 100 kmph in just 3.5 seconds, and touch a top speed of 111 kmph. 

Christened EVo 4.0 Formula Student Electric Car, the car will participate in “Formula Student” competition, an 

international student motorsport event held annually at the Silverstone circuit in UK in July. 

IIT Bombay Racing is an independent student organisation in IIT Bombay, comprising of 75 students spread 

across various engineering disciplines and united by a common passion to design, fabricate and race electric 

cars, and participate in the Formula Student competition organised by London-based Institution of Mechanical 

Engineers (IMechE) 

The competition is the world’s largest student motorsport events and challenges student engineers to design, 

build and race single seat racing car in one year. It is also considered a stepping stone for those who want to 

break into Formula One racing in future. The competition is supported by companies like Mercedes AMG, 

Petronas, Jaguar, Land Rover, National Instruments, Airbus, and Shell. Over 100 colleges and universities like 

MIT, ETH Zurich, TU Delft, Stuttgart compete at Silverstone Circuit, home of the British Grand Prix. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/iit-bombay-team-unveils-electric-racing-car/article7216205.ece
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A 37-member IIT team of engineering students designed and created the car from scratch, with the vision of 

revolutionising electric mobility in India, and focusing on sustainable technologies and innovations. 

Participating in the competition for the fourth year, the students improved upon the design and engineering 

aspects of the prototype they designed last year, and were awarded the Formula Student UK Award 2015 for 

improvising the previous prototype. An IMechE team presented the award, with a cash prize of £3000, to the 

thrilled students at the IIT campus on Saturday. The award is given to only three teams out of more than 100 

participating teams globally. 

“Last year, our car could accelerate from 0 to 60 kmph in 2.2 seconds, and this year, EVo 4.0 model can do that 

in 1.8 seconds. Last year, we had heavier chassis and normal gearbox. This year we have used lightweight 

aluminium honeycomb chassis, electrical differential, and hybrid planetary gearbox which has made the car 

lighter and improved its performance,” says Ayush Verma, Marketing Manager of IIT Bombay Racing told The 

Hindu. 

“The car can accelerate from 0 to 100 kmph in 3.5 seconds. This is the quality we want to boast about the most, 

because it is more important than its top speed, that is an astonishing 111 kmph,” said Pratyush Nalla, the team 

leader, who has just graduated from the Mechanical Engineering department. 

Professor Soumyo Mukherji, Dean of Student Affairs IITB, said that the students have been a completely 

independent organisation with a clear goal in mind. “From sponsorships, to design and implementation, they 

have done it all by themselves,” he said. 

Faculty Advisor Professor Ramesh Singh of the mechanical engineering department, said the designs and ideas 

have consistently grown each year, with their concepts of mechanical and electrical engineering getting stronger 

and stronger. 

IITs, IIMs hamstrung by faculty shortage 

http://news.webindia123.com/news/Articles/India/20150517/2594652.html 

India's reputed academic institutions including IITs, IIMs and NITs are faced with an acute teaching shortage 

that has left them hamstrung by the paucity of teaching faculty. 

Against faculty strength of 6,068, just over half -- 3,651 posts -- have been filled in the eight IITs, leaving 2,417 

posts to be filled. The most affected were IIT Kharagpur, the oldest IIT, having 470 vacancies followed by 360 

in IIT Roorkee and 341 in IIT Delhi, according to the reply of the Human Resource Developmnet minister in 

the Lok Sabha earlier this month. Faculty strength in the case of IIMs were not so affected by lecturer shortage 

and the worst affected among them were IIM Indore with 62 vacanies and IIM Bangalore showing 33 

vacanceis. In all, the staffing was normal barely short of required strength. The 11 IIMs boasted a combined 

faculty of 783, having 581 in position and short of 202. The severe shortage of faculty had led to a constitution 

of a committee under the chairmanship of Dr Anil Kakodar to review the quality of technical education being 

imparted by the NITs. Submitting its report on September 2014, to tide over the faculty shortage by having 

guest lecturers, the Human Resource Development ministry said ''guidelines have been issued for hiring adjunct 

faculty in Centrally Funded Technical Institution on February 16, 2015 to have a strong and robust 

collaboration between the educational institutions and the industry.'' This meant IITs are appointing NRIs and 

PIOs to the permanent faculty position on the same terms and conditions of those of the regular faculty 
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